Publication of Legal Notices Survey Results. 
Our county administrators, finance officers, and purchasing officials recently completed a survey concerning the costs associated with the publication of legal notices in newspapers; and in response to Senate, No. 2072 (Stack D-33), which permits the publication of legal notices by governments and individuals on an official government website instead of a newspaper.  

This broad based survey asked the following two questions, and the results are listed in the chart below.  

1. Approximately, how much money did the county spend on newspaper publications for legal notices in 2009.

2. Approximately, how much money would the county save if it published legal notices on its official website instead.

	County 
	Cost 
	Potential Savings 

	Atlantic
	$66,000
	$66,000

	Bergen
	$53,000
	$42,000

	Burlington 
	Not Available
	Not Available

	Camden
	$12,500
	$12,500

	Cape May 
	$5,600
	$5,600

	Cumberland
	$80,000
	$75,000

	Essex
	$52,000
	$50,000

	Gloucester 
	$73,000
	$73,000

	Hudson
	$55,000
	$35,000

	Hunterdon
	$19,000
	$19,000

	Mercer
	$52,000
	$52,000

	Middlesex
	$96.000
	$96,000

	Monmouth
	$91,000
	$91,000

	Morris
	$31,000
	$31,000

	Ocean
	$138,000
	$138,000

	Passaic
	Not Available
	Not Available

	Salem
	Not Available
	Not Available

	Somerset
	$70,000
	$70,000

	Sussex
	$40,000
	$40,000

	Union
	$170,000
	$170,000

	Warren
	$25,000
	$25,000

	TOTAL
	$1.2 Million
	$1.0 Million 



Survey results may Include

· Legal notices required by clerks of the board, planning departments, and purchasing departments, which include the award of contracts, contract addendums, legal notices, meeting notices, new contracts, RFPs, and RFP addendums.
· Election notification and sample ballots.
· Notices required by parks commission and various county authorities.

Survey Results Do Not Include 
· Sheriff sales. 
Notes

· Cape May County maintains an all inclusive website with a procurement portal device that advertises all bids and RFPs to all registered users.  
· Cape May County maintains an online auction that is advertised and accessed through the County’s website.  

· Potential costs to legislation may include the purchase of electronic storage and additional website maintenance fees.  It may also require staff training on how to enter and edit notices on website.  

· Cost savings may include publishing dollars, and staff time and expenses.  

