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Warren County Freeholder
Estrada Selected as Freeholder of the Year
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(Trenton) The New Jersey Association of Counties (NJAC) presented Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada with the “Maurice Fitzgibbons Freeholder of the Year Award” at the Association’s 62nd annual celebration of county government last week in Atlantic City.  The award is named after the long-time Hudson County Freeholder who passed away in December of last year and served as NJAC President in 2001.  

“Freeholder Estrada is a tremendous asset to NJAC serving as chair of the Association’s finance committee and member of the personnel committee.  His insightful, thoughtful, and solution driven analysis on issues that impact county governments throughout the State is invaluable and I’m honored to present him with this well-deserved award,” said NJAC President and Warren County Freeholder Rick Gardner.  

NJAC also presented Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney and Senator Joseph M. Kyrillos with “Legislative Leadership” awards; and, Warren County Chief Finance Officer Charles “Pete” Houck, Somerset County Purchasing Official Mary Lou Stanton, Atlantic County Finance Officer Jane Lugo, and Monmouth County Secretary Assistant Linda Keats with “County Service” awards.  However, NJAC’s first ever “County Vocational-Technical School Cook-Off Challenge” stole the show as culinary arts students from Atlantic, Cumberland, Gloucester, Mercer, Monmouth, Ocean, and Warren Counties competed for titles in taste creativity, and food presentation.  

“Congratulations to each of the award winners – especially to our incredibly talented county vocational-technical school students, who worked very hard to prepare outstanding dishes of scallops, shrimp, crawfish, oysters, and pork.  It was an enjoyable experience for everyone involved and I look forward to an even bigger competition next year,” commented Gardner.  

NJAC is committed to advocating for legislation, regulations, and policy directives that empower county governments to operate more effectively and efficiently.  As a non-partisan organization that represents the only true regional form of government in the State with a unified and proactive voice, NJAC is dedicated to advancing innovative programs and initiatives for the sole purpose of saving valuable taxpayer dollars. Please visit our website at www.njac.org for additional details.  
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