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NJAC Commends Senate President Sweeney for Taking Initiative on Health Benefit Expenses  

For Immediate Release:      February 16, 2011 

                           Contact:      John G. Donnadio, Executive Director 

(Trenton) – The New Jersey Association of Counties (NJAC) commends Senate President Steve Sweeney for introducing legislation to tackle ever increasing healthcare costs that impose a substantial burden on local government employers, and looks forward to working with the Senate President, Legislature, and Administration on developing a comprehensive and equitable health benefits reform package.  

“County governments dedicate approximately 50% of their overall budgets to salaries, wages, and health benefits, and effectively controlling healthcare costs remains a major goal for all local governments,” said NJAC President and Salem County Freeholder Beth E. Timberman.  

County governments have developed innovative healthcare cost saving measures over the years such as increasing employee awareness of generic prescription programs, providing incentives to waive duplicate coverage, and encouraging new employees to choose less expensive point of service plans over the more costly traditional ones.  

“I look forward to reviewing the Senate President’s plan in more detail, but certainly appreciate the fact that he took into consideration the impact his plan will have on hard working public employees that are already struggling to make ends meet” commented Timberman.   

NJAC is committed to advocating for legislation, regulations, and policy directives that empower county governments to operate more effectively and efficiently.  As a non-partisan organization that represents the only true regional form of government in the State with a unified and proactive voice, NJAC is dedicated to advancing innovative programs and initiatives for the sole purpose of saving valuable taxpayer dollars
PAGE  
1
150 West State Street   ·   Trenton, New Jersey 08608   ·   Phone 609-394-3467   ·   Fax 609-989-8567   ·   www.njac.org


